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Week 1 

                

 
 
Monday 20th April Year 7 Dance festival  
 

 

 
Congratulations to the following form group for the 
best attendance this week: 

708 
804 
907 

1001 
1107 

 

The new mobile phone policy has been working 
well during the first week of term.  We have 
received great support from the parents, which is 
greatly appreciated.   
 
In addition, we have had walking talking mocks 
for Maths, Year photographs for Years 11and 13 
and celebration assemblies for all Year Groups.   
 
At the time of writing we are now only 9 school 
days away from the first exam hall examination of 
the summer series on 7th May for L2 BTEC Sport 
as well as L3 BTEC Business, with GCSE English 
Literature and Business exams and A-Level 
exams for both Economics and English Language 
on 11th May.  This does not include the other final 
exams we have for our practical subjects, with 
the GCSE Art sessions taking place next week or 
the assessment windows for our BTEC subjects. 

 
 
 

Monday 
- Year 7 Dance Festival 

 
Wednesday 

- Junior /Inter girls Athletics @ 
Southend high for girls 
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Follow us on Social Media: 
 
 

 
                                  
 
 
 
 

 
Facebook 
https://facebook.com/Appletonschool 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                      
 
 
 
 

Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/theappletonschool?igsh=MXEzdzY2bnQ5bzl6Zw== 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://facebook.com/Appletonschool
https://www.instagram.com/theappletonschool?igsh=MXEzdzY2bnQ5bzl6Zw==


    
gbfcb 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Safeguarding 



    
gbfcb 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Important update for schools: Changes to 
support funds for families 
 

Dear All, 

We are writing to update you on national changes to household support funding and to 
outline how Essex County Council will continue supporting families across the county. 

As you will be aware, the Government has ended the Household Support Fund (HSF) with 
effect from March 2026. This means the food voucher scheme previously funded through 
HSF has now closed, and no further food vouchers will be issued under this programme. 

We recognise that this change may raise questions from families, and we want to 
reassure you that support for vulnerable households will continue and will be delivered 
through new arrangements and via a new fund. 

The Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF) will launch on 1 April 2026. This fund is designed to 
support low-income households facing sudden financial pressures. 

It also aims to help build long term financial resilience across communities. 

The CRF will include: 

• crisis payments for urgent, unexpected financial pressures 

• housing payments to support households with shortfalls in housing costs 

• resilience services including financial guidance, money management support 
and access to wider community services 

Details on how families will be able to apply for support will be shared with schools 
before the scheme launches in April. 
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Support for families during school holidays 
Although national voucher funding has ended, Essex County Council is expanding the 
Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme. 

This means more eligible children will have access to: 

• free and enriching holiday activities 

• free nutritious food 

• opportunities to socialise, be active and learn new skills 

Booking details will continue to be issued to eligible families via schools and HAF 
providers. 

We have included some links below that you may find useful and may want to share with 
families. We have also included some Q&As that you might find useful should you get any 
further questions from families. 

Free Holiday and Food clubs - Essex Activate | Active Essex 

Support before April 1, which includes support from the Essential Living Fund, visit - 
Help with the cost of living: Household Support Fund | Essex County Council 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
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Q&As 
1. Why are there no more free holiday food vouchers? 

 
The holiday food vouchers were funded through the national Household Support Fund 
(HSF). The government fund has now ended this scheme. This means that the Council is 
no longer able to issue vouchers through that scheme. 
 
 
 
The last vouchers were provided in December 2025. 
 
Although the voucher scheme is closed, support for families has not stopped. 
 
Essex County Council has put in place new forms of support through the government’s 
Crisis and Resilience Fund (CRF), launching on 1 April. The council is also increasing 
Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) sessions across the county. These free clubs will offer 
free childcare, nutritious food and activities for children. 
 

2. Who decided there would be no more free food vouchers? 
 
The decision to end the vouchers was made by the UK Government. 
 
Local councils must follow national guidance which states that issuing vouchers under 
this fund is not permitted. 
 
 

3. I’m not happy about there being no more vouchers – who do I complain to? 
 
You can share feedback directly with the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), 
which oversees national welfare funding. 
 
Anyone in financial hardship and needing urgent support should visit - Help with the cost 
of living: Household Support Fund | Essex County Council 
 
 
 
 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
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4. What support is there instead of food vouchers? 
 
Support is still available. 
 
From April 1 people needing support can apply to the Crisis Resilience Fund for: 
 

• crisis payments to help residents facing urgent financial shock 
• housing payments for those struggling with housing costs 
• resilience services, which offer help with budgeting, financial guidance and 

wider support 
 

Expanded Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) sessions are also available via Activate. 
 
These free clubs give eligible children access to free activities and healthy meals during 
the school holidays. 
 
These new options aim to provide more flexible and longer-term support than vouchers 
alone. 
 

5. How do I get this support? 
 
Essex residents will be able to apply for Crisis Payments and Housing payments through 
a simple online application when the new scheme launches in April 2026. 
 
Information about eligibility and how to apply will be published on the Essex County 
Council website. 
 
Families whose children are eligible for HAF/Activate will receive information through 
their school and can book sessions online or through participating providers. 
 
Free Holiday and Food clubs - Essex Activate | Active Essex 
 
Support before April 1, which includes support from the Essential Living Fund, visit - Help 
with the cost of living: Household Support Fund | Essex County Council 

https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
https://www.essex.gov.uk/help-cost-living/household-support-fund
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Essex Fire Museum 
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Mrs Edwards give a shout out to Amelia Rus, Scarlett Monksfield, Simona Dragiev. 
Last term in Drama, Year 7 students studied Twelfth Night. A homework task was to 
create a costume design for one particular character from the script. These three 
students went above and beyond justifying why they had made the decisions they had 
in relation to the Shakespeare style, time period and really considered the purpose of 
costume.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Star of The Week  
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Parent/Carer Survey 
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Schedules 
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School Council  
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Free Online Courses to Support Parents & Carers 

ACL Essex is offering a range of FREE online Family Learning courses designed to 
help and support parents in managing everyday challenges. These courses cover topics 
such as: 

• Support your child to attend and enjoy school 
• Family First Aid 
• Managing Big Emotions 
• Understanding and Managing Anger 
• Understanding ADHD & ASD in Children 
• SEND Support for Families 
• Sleep Workshop 
• Talking So Your Children Will Listen 
• From Paycheck to Peace of Mind 

…and many more! 

You can view the full list and enrol here: www.aclessex.com/community-family-
learning 

Key Details: 
✔ All courses are free and delivered online. 
✔ Prior enrolment via our website is mandatory but free. 
✔ Some courses can also be delivered in-house for up to 12 parents (minimum of 6 
parents required). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parent/Carer Support: ACL 

http://www.aclessex.com/community-family-learning
http://www.aclessex.com/community-family-learning
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Sparx Homework 
 

As a school we have bought into the Sparx Learning 
package. For the last year we have been using 
SparxReader, SparxMaths, and this year we are 
introducing SparxScience. 
 
Sparx is an intuitive piece of software that allows 
students to work through questions, with support 
when needed, and the questions adapt to a student’s 
ability – the quicker they work through questions 
correctly then the system will then make the next 
questions more challenging and vice versa. 

 
Along the way Sparx will also ask students about an answer to a previous question, this 
is because the system works best if students write down the answers in their exercise 
book alongside the online portal to help writing practice and retention. 
The homework percentage is a completion rate not a score.  
 
 

 

 

FAQs 
Why are you using Sparx? 
Sparx has been shown to improve student outcomes with regular use, the students with 
the highest grades last academic year were the ones with the highest Sparx use. It helps 
students to plug gaps and ensure they are challenged. 
 
How can I know when they’ve been set homework? 
We still use the Satchel One platform for recording homework which all parents have 
access to. If you are unsure at all please contact the school 
info@theappletonschool.org  
 
 
 
 
 

Homework not yet finished 
but started 

Homework fully completed 

Homework  

mailto:info@theappletonschool.org
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Why is so much homework online? 
Online homework allows for immediate feedback to students to prevent the embedding 
hem progress. 
 
 
My child spent so long on their homework but still did not complete 100% 
Please do not worry, this will flag to a teacher, they can see the amount completed and 
the time spent on the homework so will realise there is an issue and will intervene. 
 
I suspect my child is doing the homework far too quickly, are they cheating? 
We suggest taking away their phone during their homework, there is a new tool on AI 
where they can film/take photos of the question and it will give them a solution. 
However, it also means they complete the homework quickly and that will be noticed by 
the teacher – although best to keep the phone away! 
 
Do I get a notification about incomplete homework? 
Sparx automatically notifies parents on a Sunday about any outstanding homework and 
feedback on what has been completed.  

 
Year 7 Homework 
 
Maths: 
Sparx homework is set on a Tuesday morning, due the following Monday at 5pm. 
 
The expectation is that homework is completed at 90% or above. If the student is 
struggling with that week's topic and can't reach 90%, then we need to see at least an 
hour spent on the homework.  
 
If students are struggling with a question, they can watch the video attached to each 
question, or see their class teacher before the deadline, or attend homework club in the 
resource centre, Mon-Thurs 3.00-3.45pm. Even though the homework is online, 
students are to show their working out in their exercise books. Sparx will do a 
"bookwork accuracy check" to make sure they are doing this. 
 
Achievement points are given to those that complete the homework on time. 
Negative points are given to those that do not complete the homework on time. A 
second chance is given to students to do the homework, and if it still isn't done by the 
second deadline, then a teacher detention is set. 
 
Failure to attend a teacher detention will mean a HOF detention. 
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English: 
Students should be primarily being set SPARX Reader which is then checked in class      
by the teacher on a weekly basis for achievement points and an interactive 
leaderboard.  

They also should have a reading journal which is checked by one of their teachers each 
week.  

The more points they get will result in whole school reading rewards such as 
certificates, badges and books.  On top of this they should be getting spelling 
homework for weekly tests in class.  

Science: 
Science set Sparx homework on a Wednesday and is due in on a Tuesday. 

       Auto marking- students receive feedback immediately, algorithm adapts to students, 
provides opportunity to repeat questions which challenge students, set every 
Wednesday and due the following Tuesday. 
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Notices  
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